
Introduction
U.S. Latinos – A Growing, Diverse Population: The Latino population in the United States has been rising
rapidly for decades, reaching a record 65.2 million in 2023 (about 19% of the total U.S. population). This is
up from just 35 million in 2000 and 50.5 million in 2010

. Latinos are now the nation’s largest minority group and their growth accounts for about half of total U.S.
population growth since 2010 . This community is highly diverse in terms of national origins, generations,
and characteristics. Eight Hispanic origin groups have over 1 million people (including Mexicans, Puerto
Ricans,  Salvadorans,  Dominicans,  Cubans,  Guatemalans,  Colombians,  and  Hondurans) .  Mexican-
Americans are by far the largest subgroup (around 37 million, ~58% of all Hispanics in 2021), followed by
Puerto Ricans (~5.8 million), Salvadorans (~2.5m), Dominicans (~2.4m), and Cubans (~2.4m) . Smaller but
fast-growing  groups  include  Venezuelans,  Dominicans,  and  Central  Americans,  reflecting  changing
immigration patterns .  Geographically,  Latinos are concentrated in states like  California (25% of all
Hispanic eligible voters), Texas, Florida, New York, and Illinois. In New Mexico, nearly 45% of all eligible
voters are Latino, the highest share of any state. Several large metropolitan areas, especially in the West
and  South,  have  predominantly  Mexican-origin  Latino  populations,  while  Miami’s  Latino  community  is
heavily Cuban and Puerto Ricans are a major presence in the Northeast (e.g. New York) and Central Florida.

Political and Social Significance: The sheer size and growth of the Latino population have made it a crucial
segment in U.S. society and politics. An estimated 36.2 million Hispanics were eligible to vote in 2024,
accounting for 14.7% of all U.S. eligible voters – a new high, up from 13.6% in 2020. Latino voters comprised
about a quarter or more of the electorate in states like Arizona, Nevada, Florida, and Texas. As a youthful and
growing citizen population, Latinos contributed fully 50% of the increase in U.S. eligible voters since 2020

. Their political influence is felt nationally and locally, yet Latinos are far from a monolithic bloc – they
span a range of generations, socioeconomic backgrounds, and viewpoints. Understanding Latino  policy
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positions,  political  orientations,  social  characteristics,  and  inter-group  relations is  essential  for
grasping the current and future American social landscape.

Scope of  This  White Paper: In  the sections that  follow,  we provide a  comprehensive overview of  U.S.
Latinos’  group characteristics,  attitudes,  and behaviors,  drawing  only  on the latest  data  (2024–2025).
Where possible, we disaggregate findings by  immigrant generation (first-generation immigrants versus
second,  third-and-higher  generation U.S.-born Latinos)  and by  age cohorts,  as  these  dimensions  often
illuminate important differences. We examine Latinos’ demographic and social profile, their economic and
educational status, their political orientations (party affiliation, ideology, and electoral behavior), and their
views on key policy issues. We also consider  regional variations (national trends vs. state/local patterns)
and issues of  group identity and relations – for example, experiences of discrimination, racial identity
within the Latino population, and relations with other communities. The emphasis is on quantitative data
(surveys, polls, and official statistics), complemented by qualitative context where useful. All sources are
cited so readers can verify data and explore further. 

Demographic and Social Characteristics of U.S. Latinos

Population Growth and Generational Composition

Latinos are not only numerous but also relatively young and U.S.-born on average, owing to both past
immigration and high native birth rates.  As of  2023,  the Hispanic  population exceeded 65 million.  The
majority (68%) of Latinos are native-born U.S. citizens, and the share of foreign-born Latinos has been
declining over time. In 2021, about 32% of all U.S. Hispanics were immigrants, down from 37% in 2010.
This reflects the fact that U.S.-born children and grandchildren of earlier immigrants are driving growth –
between 2010 and 2021, the U.S.-born Latino population grew by 10.7 million, while the immigrant Latino
population grew by only 1.1 million. As a result, second-generation (children of immigrants) and third-plus
generation Latinos (those with deeper U.S. roots) now form a large segment. For example, among Latino
youth (18–29), nearly  79% were born in the U.S., whereas a majority of Latinos over age 50 are foreign-
born. By the fourth generation, only about half of those of Hispanic heritage still self-identify as Hispanic,
indicating some assimilation and ethnic attrition over generations (though first-  and second-generation
individuals almost uniformly identify as Hispanic when they have Hispanic ancestry).

Age Structure: The Latino population’s median age is  29.5,  dramatically younger than the U.S.  median
(which is  over 38).  But  this  overall  median masks a big difference between U.S.-born and foreign-born
Latinos.  U.S.-born Hispanics  have a  median age  of  only  21.0  years (reflecting many children and young
adults),  whereas immigrant Hispanics have a median age of 44.5 years.  Indeed,  over half of U.S.-born
Latinos are under 30,  and nearly one-third are under 18 (children).  In contrast,  Latino immigrants are
largely adults in their working years: only 5% of foreign-born Latinos are under 18, while about 63% are age
40 or above. This youthful age structure of the Latino community (especially the native-born segment) has
long-term societal implications – it means Latinos will constitute a growing share of the labor force and
electorate in coming years. Already,  every year roughly 1 million young U.S.-born Latinos turn 18, aging into
the electorate .

Geographic Distribution and Regional Variations

Latinos are  geographically concentrated but also dispersed across the country. Historically, over half of
America’s Hispanics have lived in just three states: California, Texas, and Florida. California alone is home
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to about  8.5 million Hispanic eligible voters (roughly 25% of the nation’s Hispanic electorate),  and
Texas about 6.5 million (19%). Florida has around 3.5 million Latino eligible voters (roughly 10%). Other
states  with  large  Hispanic  populations  include  New  York  (with  a  sizable  Puerto  Rican  and  Dominican
population), Illinois, Arizona, New Jersey, Colorado, and New Mexico. It is important to note the difference
between  population  share  and  electoral  share:  for  instance,  New  Mexico’s  population  is  about  50%
Latino, and 45% of the state’s eligible voters are Latino – the highest share in the nation. In California
and Texas, Latinos make up around 30% or more of all voters. By contrast, in some states with newer Latino
communities (e.g. in parts of the Southeast or Midwest), Latinos constitute a smaller fraction of voters and a
larger share are not yet citizens or are underage.

Regional  history  and  immigration  patterns  have  created  distinct  Latino  subcultures.  For  example,
Mexican-origin Latinos dominate in the West and Midwest (78% of Chicago’s Hispanics and 75% in Los
Angeles are of Mexican origin).  Cuban Americans are heavily concentrated in Florida (especially Miami),
where they form a politically influential community. Puerto Ricans, who are U.S. citizens by birth, have large
communities in New York, New Jersey, Florida (especially the Orlando area), and Illinois. The Northeast also
has many Dominicans and South Americans. These regional concentrations mean that state-level Latino
politics can vary:  e.g., Florida’s Latino voters lean more Republican on average (in part due to the Cuban-
American GOP alignment and recent Venezuelan and Colombian immigrants with anti-socialist leanings),
whereas  California’s and New York’s Latinos vote overwhelmingly Democratic. In Texas, where many
Latino families have lived for generations (“Tejanos”), Latino voters span the spectrum – urban Latinos tend
to  vote  Democratic,  while  some  South  Texas  and  rural  Latino  communities  have  shown  increased
Republican support in recent elections. We will highlight such regional political differences in a later section
on political orientations.

Citizenship and Eligibility

A notable characteristic of the Latino population is that a significant segment is not yet eligible to vote due to
either age or citizenship status, though this is changing over time. Overall, just over half (53%) of all U.S.
Latinos were eligible to vote as of 2022, compared to about 72% of the U.S. population overall. The gap
exists because a large share of Latinos are either under 18 (29% of Latinos, vs. 22% of the U.S. overall) or
non-citizen immigrants (19% of Latinos, vs. only 6% of the U.S. population). These two factors – youth
and non-citizenship – explain why the Latino voting electorate is smaller than the total population. However,
naturalization and youth aging are steadily increasing the voter-eligible pool.  81% of Latinos living in the
U.S. in 2021 were U.S. citizens (either by birth or naturalization), up from 74% in 2010. Among the foreign-
born, about  41% have become naturalized U.S. citizens.  The remaining non-citizen immigrants (about
19% of Latinos) include legal permanent residents, temporary visa holders, and undocumented immigrants.
Notably, Latino immigrants are an increasingly settled population – nearly 78% of foreign-born Latinos have
lived in the U.S. more than 10 years, and over half have been here 20+ years. This suggests many have deep
community ties and may eventually naturalize if eligible. State variations in citizenship also exist: e.g., in
Florida and Texas, a higher share of Latinos are foreign-born but many are naturalized Cuban or South
American  immigrants,  whereas  in  states  like  California,  the  Latino  population  includes  more  third-
generation families. 

Education, Income, and Socioeconomic Profile

Educational Attainment: Latinos have made gains in education over time, but they still lag behind national
averages in formal educational attainment, especially among the immigrant generation. As of 2021, about
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56% of Latino adults (25 and older) had a high school diploma or less education (i.e. did not continue to
college), compared to 37% of all U.S. adults. Only 20% of Latino adults had a bachelor’s degree or higher,
roughly half the rate for U.S. adults overall (35%). However, there is a stark generational gap:  U.S.-born
Latinos are much more educated on average than their immigrant counterparts. Among U.S.-born Latino
adults, 24% have a bachelor’s or higher (close to the national average) and only 44% have no more than
high school. By contrast, among foreign-born Latino adults, only 15% have a bachelor’s degree, while 69%
have high school or less. This reflects the fact that many Latino immigrants arrived with limited formal
education (especially those from rural parts of Latin America or who migrated for manual jobs). The second
generation has improved educational outcomes – for instance, high school graduation rates and college
enrollment for young Latinos have risen in recent years. Still, challenges remain: Hispanics have the lowest
college completion rate of any major group, in part due to financial barriers and the need for many to work
while studying.  The education profile also varies by subgroup:  e.g.,  South American origin groups (like
Argentines, Venezuelans) tend to have higher college attainment, whereas Mexican and Central American
origin Latinos have lower average education historically. 

Economic Status and Employment: Economically, Latinos occupy a broad range of occupations, but overall
their median incomes are below the U.S. median, partly reflecting the younger age and education profile.
The median Hispanic household income was about $59,000 as of 2021, compared to roughly $67,000 for the
U.S.  overall  (for  context) .  U.S.-born  Hispanic  households  had  a  somewhat  higher  median  income
($62,000) than immigrant Hispanic households ($55,000) . In terms of individual earnings, the median
personal income for Hispanics (age 16+ with earnings) is around  $30,000 per year, with little difference
between  immigrants  and  U.S.-born  on  that  measure.  However,  when  looking  at  full-time  year-round
workers, U.S.-born Latinos earn a median of $44,000 vs. $38,000 for immigrant Latinos. This suggests that
the  wage  gap  narrows  for  those  fully  engaged  in  the  labor  force,  but  immigrant  workers  often  are
concentrated in lower-wage sectors.

Occupational  Profile: Latinos  are  well-represented in  certain  industries  such as  construction (12% of
employed  Hispanics,  including  17%  of  immigrant  Hispanics),  food  service,  hospitality  (9%), 
manufacturing  (10%),  education/health  services  (around  19%  combined),  and  professional/
administrative services  (12%).  Foreign-born Latinos  are  especially  likely  to  work in  manual  labor  and
service  jobs  –  for  example,  15%  of  immigrant  Latino  workers  are  in  construction/extraction
occupations (vs 6% of U.S.-born), and 12% are in building/grounds cleaning or maintenance (vs 3% of U.S.-
born). U.S.-born Hispanics are more represented in white-collar occupations: they are more likely to be in
management, business, finance (13% vs 9% of immigrants) or education, legal, community service, arts, and
media jobs (10% vs 5%). Only about 4% of Hispanics work in agriculture nationally, but in certain regions
(like California’s Central Valley) Latinos form the majority of agricultural labor. The unemployment rate for
Hispanic workers was around 7% in 2021 (slightly above the national average at that time), and labor force
participation is high – about 62% of Hispanics 16+ are employed. Notably,  Latina women’s labor force
participation has been rising over time but still trails that of Latino men. The pandemic hit Latino workers
hard in 2020 (many held frontline or hospitality jobs),  but the recovery saw Latino unemployment drop
significantly by 2022.

Poverty and Health Insurance: Around 18% of Hispanics live in poverty, higher than the U.S. average of
13%. Interestingly, poverty rates are similar for U.S.-born and foreign-born Latinos (~17–18%), even though
incomes differ – this parity is partly because many U.S.-born Latinos are children or young adults in low-
income families, while many working-age immigrants, despite low wages, live in multi-earner households.
Child poverty among Latinos is still a concern: about  23% of Latino children were in poverty as of 2021,
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compared to 15% of Latino adults 18–64. In terms of health coverage, Latinos have the highest uninsured
rate of any major group. In 2021, about 18% of Hispanics had no health insurance (at any point in the
year). This includes a striking 32% of foreign-born Latinos uninsured (many of whom are not covered by
employer plans or Medicaid if non-citizens). Among U.S.-born Latinos the uninsured share is 11% – better
but  still  higher  than  the  U.S.  average.  Lack  of  insurance  is  especially  high  among  undocumented
immigrants and those in states that did not expand Medicaid. These disparities in income, poverty, and
health access inform Latino policy opinions on economic safety nets and health care (discussed later).

Homeownership  and  Household  Structure: Homeownership  is  an  important  indicator  of  economic
stability. About  51% of Latino households are owner-occupied (meaning roughly half of Latino families
own  their  home  and  half  rent).  This  homeownership  rate  lags  the  national  average  (~65%),  but  it  is
gradually improving and reached 50% for the first time in recent years. U.S.-born and immigrant Latino
households have roughly similar homeownership rates (52% vs 49%). One factor is that many immigrant
families initially rent but then purchase homes after spending a decade or more in the U.S. – consistent with
the long tenure of many immigrant Latinos. On average, Latino households are slightly larger and more
likely to be multigenerational  than White households,  often because of  young children and sometimes
extended family living together. About 46% of Latino adults are married (as of 2021), and an additional 38%
have never married (the latter figure is higher among U.S.-born Latinos given their youth). Latino family
patterns often emphasize family networks and a relatively high birth rate – about 6% of Latina women age
15–44 give birth each year, higher than the rate for White women, with immigrant Latinas having a higher
fertility rate than U.S.-born Latinas. 

Language, Identity, and Religion

Language Use: Spanish remains an important part of Latino identity for many, but English proficiency is
increasing  over  generations.  As  of  2021,  72%  of  Latinos  age  5+  speak  English  proficiently (either
exclusively English at home or “very well” bilingual). This is up from 65% in 2010. Nearly 91% of U.S.-born
Hispanics are English-proficient (the vast majority are native English speakers), while only 38% of foreign-
born Hispanics report being fully proficient in English. Spanish is still widely spoken: many immigrants and
even second-generation Latinos speak Spanish at home. Bilingualism is common – a significant share of
U.S.-born  Latinos  are  fluent  in  both  languages.  Language  ties  into  identity:  surveys  find  most  Latinos
(regardless  of  generation)  believe  it  is  important  that  future  generations  speak  Spanish,  but  they  also
overwhelmingly say it’s necessary to learn English to succeed in the U.S. Over time, use of Spanish tends to
decline in later generations, but there is pride in the cultural heritage it represents.

Ethnic Identity and Race: Being “Hispanic/Latino” is considered by most as an ethnicity rather than a race –
indeed Latinos can be of any race. The community is racially diverse (with ancestries including Indigenous,
European, African, Asian, and Middle Eastern roots from Latin America). The Census allows Latinos to select
a race category in addition to identifying as Hispanic. Notably, most Hispanics do not identify their race
as solely White, Black, or Asian. In the 2020 Census and 2022 ACS, only about 16% of Hispanics marked
“White  only” and  ~1% “Black  only,”  while  35% marked “Some other  race”  alone (often  writing  in  a
national origin like “Mexican” as race) and 44% identified as multiracial (such as a combination of “some
other race” and White) . This represents a shift – the share of multiracial Hispanics jumped after 2020
when  more  options  for  detailing  identity  were  provided  (e.g.  many  who  previously  would  have  been
classified as just “some other race” are now counted as two or more races) .  Colorism and Skin Tone:
Within the Latino population, there is  awareness that lighter-  versus darker-skinned Latinos sometimes
have different experiences. In fact, a majority of Latinos (57%) say that skin color shapes opportunity in
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America at least somewhat (with darker-skinned Latinos often reporting more discrimination) .  We
discuss discrimination experiences more below, but identity-wise, about  two-thirds of Latinos say their
Hispanic origin is  a  central  part  of  their  identity (similar  to  Black Americans,  and more than White
Americans).  Many  Latinos  identify  themselves  first  by  their  family’s  country  of  origin  (e.g.  “Mexican
American”  or  “Salvadoran”)  or  just  as  “Hispanic/Latino,”  and  some also  embrace  a  pan-ethnic  minority
identity (like “person of color”). Use of terms like Latinx is very limited – only 3% of Hispanics use “Latinx”
for themselves, while most prefer simply Hispanic or Latino. Identity labels can vary with generation: U.S.-
born  Latinos  are  somewhat  more  likely  to  just  call  themselves  American  or  use  “Latino,”  whereas
immigrants often identify with their country (though they also see themselves as part of the broader Latino
community in the U.S.). By the third or fourth generation, some Hispanics have weaker identification with
the Hispanic label – indeed, research shows by the fourth generation about half with Hispanic ancestry do
not self-identify as Hispanic (often due to intermarriage and assimilation). 

Religion: Religion  has  traditionally  been  a  significant  aspect  of  Latino  culture,  though  it  is  in  flux.
Historically, Latinos in the U.S. were predominantly  Catholic, but that share is declining rapidly. In  2022,
43% of U.S. Latino adults identified as Catholic, down from 67% in 2010. Over the same period, the share
of Latinos who are religiously unaffiliated (atheist, agnostic, or “nothing in particular”) rose to 30%, up
from  just  10%  in  2010.  In  other  words,  nearly  one-in-three  Latinos  now  have  no  formal  religion  –  a
remarkable social shift in a short time. Another  21% of Latinos are Protestant, including  15% who are
evangelical Protestant (a share that has been relatively stable). The decline in Catholic affiliation is largely
generational: U.S.-born Latinos, especially young adults, are much less likely to be Catholic than their
parents. Only 36% of U.S.-born Latinos are Catholic, compared to 52% of immigrant Latinos. Nearly 39% of
U.S.-born Latinos are religiously unaffiliated, vs 21% of immigrants. The drop in Catholicism among Latinos
(and rise of “nones”) has been identified as one factor in shifting social attitudes – for example,  Latinos
have  become  more  supportive  of  LGBTQ  rights  and  abortion  rights in  recent  years  as  religiosity
declines. 

Religious  identity  also  correlates  with  politics  in  the  Latino  community.  Latino  evangelicals (15%  of
Hispanics)  lean  more  conservative  –  about  half  identify  or  lean  Republican,  making  this  subgroup  an
important part  of  the GOP’s  Latino base .  Many Latino evangelicals  (who include a disproportionate
share  of  Central  Americans)  prioritize  issues  like  abortion and religious  values,  though not  exclusively.
Latino  Catholics,  still  the  largest  faith  group,  lean  heavily  Democratic  (roughly  72%  identify/lean
Democratic vs 21% Republican) . Secular (unaffiliated) Latinos are also strongly Democratic (66% Dem
vs 24% GOP) .  Overall,  about 79% of Trump’s Latino voters in 2024 identified as Christian (including
evangelical and Catholic), whereas Harris’s Latino voters were less religious on the whole. Policy-wise, most
Latinos – including most Latino Catholics and a sizable share of evangelicals – have more liberal views on social
issues than church doctrine. For instance,  62% of Hispanics say abortion should be legal in all or most
cases, a level of support slightly higher than that of White Americans. (Twenty years ago, only about one-
third of Latinos supported legal abortion, underscoring a major generational shift.) Even among Hispanic
Catholics,  six-in-ten  favor  abortion  rights  despite  the  Church’s  opposition .  On  same-sex  marriage,
national polls show Latino support has risen dramatically and now roughly  58-63% of Latinos favor gay
marriage (comparable to the general public). These changes are tied to the younger, more secular Latino
generations and the declining influence of Catholicism. We will delve more into policy attitudes on these
issues later.
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Discrimination and Intergroup Relations

Experiences  of  Discrimination: Latinos  in  the  U.S.  commonly  report  facing  discrimination  or  unfair
treatment in their daily lives. A Pew Research survey in March 2021 (amid the COVID-19 pandemic) found
that 54% of Hispanic adults said they had experienced at least one of several forms of discrimination
in the past year . These incidents included being called offensive names, being told to “go back to your
country,” being treated as if they were not intelligent, being unfairly stopped by police, or other prejudicial
treatment.  Notably, skin color influences these experiences –  64% of Latinos with darker skin reported
discrimination, versus 54% of those with lighter skin. Younger Latinos also were more likely to report bias
(around 62% of Latinos under 30 experienced something) compared to 38% of seniors. Interestingly, the
survey found Latinos experience discrimination from both non-Hispanics and Hispanics alike: about 31%
said they were treated unfairly by someone who is not Hispanic,  and  27% said they were treated
unfairly  by  a  fellow  Hispanic in  that  time  frame.  This  speaks  to  colorism  or  intra-community  social
hierarchies that can exist (for example, some Latinos of different nationalities or different assimilation levels
may  have  biases  toward  each  other).  Importantly,  about  60%  of  Hispanic  Democrats  reported
discrimination vs  45%  of  Hispanic  Republicans  –  a  difference  that  could  reflect  actual  experience  or
differing perceptions and awareness of discrimination. Furthermore, a majority of Latinos (57%) believe
that skin color impacts opportunity in America – they recognize that lighter-skinned Latinos often have
advantages  in  how  they  are  perceived .  Many  Latinos  say  they  have  heard  expressions  of  support
because they are Latino (for example, encouragement or solidarity), but larger shares have heard insults or
doubting remarks about their background. 

Views of Discrimination Nationally: When asked about discrimination as a broader issue, Latinos tend to
say  that  discrimination against  their  group is  a  problem.  In  a  2023 Pew survey  of  Americans,  68% of
Hispanics  said  there  is  discrimination  against  Hispanic  people  in  U.S.  society,  though  partisan
differences exist (only about half of Hispanic Republicans felt discrimination exists, versus a large majority
of Hispanic Democrats). Many Latinos also empathize with other groups’ struggles – for instance, over 70%
of  Latinos  say  Black  people  face  discrimination,  and  vice  versa,  many  Black  Americans  recognize
discrimination against  Latinos.  This  mutual  recognition has often been a basis  for  multiracial  coalition-
building in politics.

Intergroup Attitudes: Black–Brown Relations: Surveys generally show that Latinos and Black Americans
hold  mostly positive views of each other.  In one Pew poll,  three-quarters of Hispanics had a favorable
opinion of Blacks, and a similar three-quarters of Blacks had a favorable view of Latinos. However, there can
be tensions in specific contexts (e.g. competition for jobs or political influence in some cities). Notably, a
Duke University study in 2022 found that Latino immigrants sometimes arrive with negative stereotypes
about Black Americans, but these attitudes can change over time. Meanwhile, Black Americans tend to
view Latino immigrants more positively than immigrants themselves expect. Efforts have been made by
leaders in both communities to find common cause on issues like civil rights, criminal justice reform, and
economic  equality.  Afro-Latinos (people  who  identify  as  both  Black  and  Latino)  often  straddle  these
identities and have highlighted the need to address anti-Black racism within Latino communities. About 6
million U.S. adults identify as Afro-Latino (Afro-Caribbean or of African descent in Latin America). This
subgroup sometimes reports feeling “invisible” in conversations about race, as they face discrimination for
both being Black and being Latino.

Relations with Whites: Latinos and White Americans have a complex relationship, as Latinos often live
intermingled in communities with Whites (and many are of mixed Latino/White heritage). Overall,  most
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Latinos say they have good relations with White people,  but they also sense that some Whites hold
negative stereotypes about them (pertaining to immigration status or language, for example). Politically,
issues  like  immigration  enforcement,  English-only  policies,  and  affirmative  action  have  at  times  pitted
segments of the White majority against Latino interests, but there are also many White allies supporting
immigrant  rights  and  diversity.  Rates  of  intermarriage  are  telling:  about  30%  of  married  U.S.-born
Hispanics have a non-Hispanic spouse, often White. This has contributed to a growing mixed population
and may  reduce  social  distance  over  time.  It  is  also  why  by  the  third/fourth  generation,  some Latino
descendants may not identify as Hispanic (if, for instance, a half-Latino child of a mixed marriage is raised
more connected to the White side). 

In summary, Latinos navigate a dual reality: they feel pride in their heritage and see it as central to identity,
yet many have felt like “outsiders” at times in the U.S. due to prejudice or language differences. Younger
generations of Latinos are asserting their place in American society, and there is a rising consciousness
around racial justice and equity within the Latino community (e.g. solidarity with Black Lives Matter was
relatively high among Latinos in 2020 protests). Group relations will continue to evolve as Latinos become
an even larger part of the American mosaic – both integrating into the mainstream and influencing it with
their cultural and social perspectives.

Political Orientations of Latinos

Party Identification and Ideology

Longstanding Democratic Lean, but Not Monolithic: Latino voters have generally leaned Democratic for
many decades, though with significant variation by subgroup and over time. As of early 2024, about two-
thirds of Latino registered voters identified as Democrats or leaned toward the Democratic Party,
versus roughly one-third who identified with or  leaned toward the Republican Party .  (In 2020,  Pew
found 62% of Latino voters aligned Democratic vs 34% Republican .) This Democratic advantage arises
from several factors: the legacy of pro-civil rights and pro-immigrant stances by Democratic leaders, the
New  Deal/Great  Society  history  that  resonated  with  earlier  Mexican  American  and  Puerto  Rican
communities, and the more recent anti-immigrant rhetoric from some Republicans which alienated many
Latinos.  However,  Latino  partisanship  is  far  from  uniform. Nearly  one-quarter  of  Latino  voters
describe themselves as truly independent or having no party lean – a higher rate of non-alignment
than among White or Black voters.  Additionally,  Latino voters’  party preferences can shift:  for example,
Donald Trump modestly improved the GOP’s share of the Latino vote in 2016 and 2020,  and then
dramatically in 2024 (as discussed below) . 

It’s  important  to  note  cleavages by generation,  gender,  religion,  and region in  partisan orientation.
Generally,  Latino  immigrants  and  first-generation  Americans  have  been  strong  Democratic
constituencies, appreciative of Democratic support for immigration reform and social programs. Second-
and third-generation Latinos sometimes trend a bit more Republican than their parents – partly due to
higher  socioeconomic  status  or  assimilation  into  local  political  norms  (for  instance,  third-generation
Mexican Americans in South Texas and some in Florida have shown more Republican voting compared to
their immigrant parents).  Young Latino voters overwhelmingly lean liberal on issues, but some are less
attached to the Democratic  Party per se (some are disengaged or protest voters).  Gender-wise,  Latina
women are more Democratic than Latino men. In recent elections a  “Latino gender gap” has emerged:
Latino men were about 8–10 percentage points more likely to vote Republican than Latinas. For example,
analyses suggest Latino men accounted for a disproportionate share of Trump’s gains – many were drawn
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by his  economic  or  cultural  messages  –  whereas  Latinas  remained more  consistently  Democratic.  This
mirrors the general gender gap in U.S. politics but is noteworthy in Latino communities (often attributed to
differences in issue emphasis, with men sometimes prioritizing economy or security and women prioritizing
healthcare, education, etc.). 

Ideologically, most Latinos are moderate to progressive. In surveys, only about 20–25% of Hispanics
nationwide describe themselves as conservative (though this rises to ~30% among those who are Republican
partisans),  around  one-third  say  liberal,  and  the  rest  moderate.  Even  many  Latino  Republicans  lean
moderate on some issues compared to White Republicans. For instance,  51% of Hispanic Republicans
agree government should do more to solve problems, a far higher share than among White Republicans.
This hints at a communitarian streak influenced by cultural values of community and maybe Catholic social
teaching. Meanwhile,  82% of Hispanic Democrats say they want an active government role – similar to
White Democrats (around 79%). On specific issues, Latinos (even conservatives) often diverge from GOP
orthodoxy:  e.g.,  a  slim  majority  of  Hispanic  Republicans  support  raising  the  minimum  wage,  climate
measures,  or  legalization  for  immigrants,  even  if  the  party  platform  does  not.  In  essence,  Latino
conservatives  tend  to  be  less  uniformly  right-wing  than  their  White  counterparts,  just  as  Latino
liberals might prioritize some distinct issues (like immigration reform) more than White liberals. This makes
ideology among Latinos somewhat fluid and not always a perfect predictor of voting behavior.

Trust in Parties and Outreach: When asked which party cares about Latinos or works hard for their vote,
Latinos have favored the Democrats. In a  2022 Pew survey,  60% of Latinos said the Democratic Party
represents the interests of people like them at least somewhat well, compared to just 34% who said
the Republican Party does. Likewise, 71% of Latinos said “Democrats work hard to win Latinos’ votes,”
whereas only 19% said “Republicans work hard to earn Latinos’ votes”. These perceptions are reflected in
the UnidosUS pre-election poll of 2024: Over  half of Latinos said they trusted Democrats to address
their concerns, and viewed the GOP as largely indifferent or hostile toward the Latino community. In that
poll, majorities of Latino voters said Democrats “care about” Latinos, while Republicans were seen as not
caring or even being hostile. It’s telling that even among Latino Republicans, only about 40% feel the GOP
truly  cares  about  Hispanics  –  many  are  loyal  to  the  party  for  other  reasons  (economics,  religion)  but
acknowledge its shortcomings on inclusion. The  GOP’s image problem with Latinos stems from years of
hardline  immigration  rhetoric  and underrepresentation  of  Latinos  in  the  party.  That  said,  the  gap has
narrowed slightly as the GOP makes concerted outreach in certain areas (Florida, Texas, etc.). By 2024, 45%
of Latinos said they had been contacted by a campaign (33% by Democrats, 23% by Republicans) – a
higher outreach rate than in previous cycles, but still meaning 55% got no outreach at all. Under-mobilization
is a recurring issue: many Latino voters feel taken for granted by Democrats (assuming they’ll vote blue)
and ignored by Republicans (assuming they won’t win them). This contributes to lower turnout (discussed
below).  Notably,  in  2024  20% of  Latino voters  were voting in  their  first  presidential  election,  and
another 16% in only their second – that’s over one-third of Latino voters new since 2016. Such new voters
may not yet have strong party loyalties, representing a key swing segment if engaged.

Voter Turnout and Recent Elections

Turnout Levels: Historically,  Latino voter  turnout  has trailed that  of  other  groups,  though it  has been
gradually rising. In 2020, about 54% of Latino eligible voters cast a ballot, compared to 63% of eligible
Whites  and  62%  of  Blacks.  Structural  factors  (younger  electorate,  fewer  long-term  registered  voters,
language barriers, and less outreach) contribute to this gap. Pew notes that Hispanic turnout rates have
typically lagged behind other groups in presidential  elections.  However,  the total  number of  Latino
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voters is growing – a record ~16.5 million Latinos voted in 2020, and even more in 2024. Where Latinos vote
also matters: in battleground states like Arizona and Nevada, Latino turnout surges have flipped elections
(e.g., contributing to Biden’s narrow wins in 2020). Conversely, in states like Texas, lower Latino turnout in
certain areas has kept the state red-leaning despite demography. Age and nativity affect turnout: Older
Latinos and naturalized citizens who have been in the U.S. longer are more likely to vote than young or
newly naturalized individuals. Also, registration is a hurdle – among those eligible, only about 61% of Latinos
were registered in 2020 (vs ~74% of Whites). The good news is that Latino civic participation is trending
upward, with numerous voter registration drives and younger Latinos becoming more engaged.

2024 Presidential Election – A Watershed: The 2024 election marked a dramatic shift in Latino voting
patterns.  According  to  Pew  Research  Center’s  validated  voter  study,  the  Latino  vote  in  2024  was
essentially split: 51% voted for the Democrat (Kamala Harris) and 48% for the Republican (Donald
Trump) . This  51–48 margin represents  a  huge narrowing from previous elections –  for  comparison,
Latinos backed Biden over Trump by about  61% to 36% in 2020 , and Clinton over Trump by an even
larger  margin  (~66–28)  in  2016.  In  other  words,  Trump  gained  nearly  12  percentage  points  among
Hispanic voters between 2020 and 2024 . This nearly resulted in parity between the parties for the first
time in modern history. Several analyses confirm this trend: one Pew/Axios analysis noted “Trump battled to
near parity among Hispanic voters” in 2024, erasing what was a 25-point Democratic advantage four years
prior . 

What accounts for this shift? Post-election studies suggest a combination of factors: - Economic appeal and
disillusionment  with  Democrats: Many  Latino  voters  cited  the  economy,  inflation,  and  jobs  as  top
concerns (indeed, 52% mentioned inflation as a major issue). Some were drawn to Trump/GOP messaging
blaming Democrats for high inflation and promising job growth or tax cuts. With inflation at 40-year highs
in 2024, pocketbook pain was acute; Latino families, who on average have lower wealth, felt rising costs of
living strongly.  The UnidosUS voter  poll  showed “pocketbook matters”  dominated Latino  vote  choice  –
inflation (52% citing), jobs/economy (36%), housing costs (27%), and healthcare costs (25%) were the leading
issues shaping their vote. This economic discontent likely hurt the incumbent Democratic administration
and helped Trump make inroads. - Realignment of some Latino subgroups: Notably, Latino men shifted
more toward Trump than Latino women. While a majority of Latinas still voted Democratic, Latino men were
roughly split (some analyses show Trump actually winning Latino men by a few points). For instance, the
UnidosUS poll found young Latino men were among the least supportive of Democrats in 2024.  Cubans
and  some  South  American-origin  voters (e.g.  Venezuelan  Americans)  also  heavily  favored  Trump,
continuing  a  GOP preference  in  those  communities.  And  geography played a  role:  in  Florida,  Trump
reportedly won a majority of Hispanics (buoyed by Cubans in Miami and gains among Puerto Ricans around
Orlando). In Texas’s Rio Grande Valley, which is majority Mexican-American and traditionally Democratic,
Trump improved his margins again over 2020, even flipping some heavily Hispanic counties. These regional
shifts indicate that the  Democratic hold on working-class minority voters has weakened somewhat,
similar to trends among working-class Whites. -  Republican outreach and messaging: The GOP invested
in Latino outreach more than in past cycles – opening Hispanic community centers in South Texas and
South  Florida,  running  Spanish-language  ads,  and  highlighting  conservative  Latino  candidates/
spokespersons. Also, cultural messaging around patriotism, religion, and socialism resonated in certain
communities. For example, painting Democrats as “socialist” or too far left may have pushed some Latinos
with family histories in socialist countries (Cuba, Venezuela, Nicaragua) toward the GOP. Additionally, issues
like crime and border security, where Trump took a hard line, appealed to a subset of Latinos (especially in
areas near the border dealing with high migration flows). - Democrats’ shortcomings: Some Latino voters
expressed frustration with Democrats on issues like immigration (e.g.,  lack of  progress on immigration

12

12

12

12

10

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2025/06/26/behind-trumps-2024-victory-a-more-racially-and-ethnically-diverse-voter-coalition/#:~:text=,a%20majority%20of%20Asian%20voters
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2025/06/26/behind-trumps-2024-victory-a-more-racially-and-ethnically-diverse-voter-coalition/#:~:text=,a%20majority%20of%20Asian%20voters
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2025/06/26/behind-trumps-2024-victory-a-more-racially-and-ethnically-diverse-voter-coalition/#:~:text=,a%20majority%20of%20Asian%20voters
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2025/06/26/behind-trumps-2024-victory-a-more-racially-and-ethnically-diverse-voter-coalition/#:~:text=,a%20majority%20of%20Asian%20voters


reform, continued deportations) and the economy. Turnout among young progressive Latinos may have
been softer without Biden (with Harris leading the ticket) and with disappointment in stalled policies. There
is also a sense that Democrats sometimes treat Latinos as a monolithic vote or only highlight immigration,
rather than addressing broad concerns (jobs, education, etc.) – leading a portion to be persuadable by the
GOP’s focus on inflation, parental rights in schools, and other mainstream issues. 

A More Diverse GOP Coalition: As a result of 2024, the composition of each party’s voter base shifted.
Trump’s 2024 voter coalition was the most racially diverse for a GOP nominee ever – Pew reports that
20% of Trump’s voters were non-White (10% Hispanic, 3% Black, 3% Asian, 4% other), roughly double
the nonwhite  share  he had in  2016.  Meanwhile,  the  Democratic  candidate  Harris’s  coalition,  while  still
majority-minority, was actually  slightly more White (64% White) than Biden’s was in 2020.  In other words,
the racial gap between the parties narrowed: White non-Hispanics went from 54% Trump vs 46% Biden
in 2020 to an even larger margin for Trump in 2024, while Hispanics and other minorities moved a bit
toward the GOP. Nevertheless, it is important to stress that a majority of Latinos still voted Democratic in 2024,
and the Democratic Party remains favored by most Latino demographic segments. But the near 50-50 split
shows  Latino votes are contested and not a secure base for Democrats. This is especially true among
certain  segments:  for  example,  non-college-educated Latino  men and  Latinos  in  rural  or  Southern
areas are  now  almost  as  likely  to  vote  Republican  as  Democrat,  whereas  Latinas,  college-educated
Latinos, and those in the Northeast/West Coast remain solidly Democratic. 

From another  angle,  turnout might  have influenced the result  too –  Republican-leaning Latinos (men,
Cubans, etc.) may have turned out at slightly higher rates than Democratic-leaning Latinos (youth, Central
Americans, etc.) in 2024, amplifying the GOP’s gains. Pew’s analysis suggested that changes in  who voted
(turnout)  as  well  as  vote  choice both  contributed  to  Trump’s  improved  showing.  For  instance,  some
previously  non-voting  or  independent  Latinos  (perhaps  attracted  by  Trump’s  branding)  joined  the
electorate,  and some 2020 Biden-voting Latinos switched to Trump, while relatively few went the other
direction. 

Midterms and Local Elections: In the 2022 midterms, Latino voting patterns varied by state but generally
showed a small rightward swing compared to 2018. For example, Florida’s 2022 governor and senate races
saw Republicans winning upwards of 55–60% of Latinos (a historic high in that state). In Arizona and Nevada
2022, Latinos largely stuck with Democratic candidates, helping Democrats win key Senate and governor
races,  though  by  slightly  reduced  margins  than  in  2018.  These  mixed  results  underscore  that  context
matters:  candidates’ outreach, issues at stake, and local Latino community makeup can lead to different
outcomes.  Notably,  in  heavily  Latino  South  Texas  districts,  Republican  congressional  candidates  made
significant inroads in 2022, even winning one historically Democratic seat, on platforms focusing on jobs
and border security.  Yet  in 2023,  a  special  election in San Antonio’s  suburban area saw a Democrat  (a
moderate Latina) prevail, indicating no irreversible shift. 

Looking Forward: The near-parity in 2024 has sent shockwaves and prompted both parties to recalibrate
their  Latino  engagement.  Republicans  see  opportunity  to  further  peel  away  moderate  Latinos  by
emphasizing  entrepreneurship,  patriotism,  and  education  issues  (while  carefully  moderating  their
immigration tone). Democrats, on the other hand, are working to shore up their advantage by addressing
Latino  economic  concerns  (e.g.  combating  inflation,  highlighting  job  growth  under  their  policies)  and
reminding voters of the Democrats’ stances on healthcare, workers’ rights, and protecting minorities from
discrimination – areas where polls show Latinos still largely agree with Democratic positions. 
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Policy Issue Priorities and Attitudes

Latinos’  policy  views  are  nuanced  and  span  all  major  policy  areas.  Broadly,  surveys  indicate  Latino
Americans tend to favor an active government role in solving problems and lean progressive on many
(though not all) issues. Crucially, economic and “pocketbook” issues are top priorities, but immigration,
healthcare, education, and public safety are also key concerns. Below we break down Latino attitudes in
major policy domains, noting differences by generation and other factors where data allow. The data here
draws  heavily  on  polls  from  2024  (such  as  the  2024  American  Election  Poll by  UnidosUS  and  partner
organizations) and recent Pew Research Center findings.

Economic and Jobs Policy

Top  Concern  –  Inflation  and  Cost  of  Living: As  noted,  Latino  voters  in  2024  overwhelmingly  cited
economic issues as their biggest concern. In the October–November 2024 Latino voters poll, inflation (rising
prices) was the most frequently named problem (52% said it  was one of their top issues).  Jobs and the
general economy were next at 36%, followed by housing affordability (27%) and healthcare costs (25%). This
aligns with national polling but is even more pronounced among Latinos, many of whom were hit hard by
pandemic job losses and then inflation. Latinos strongly support measures to ease economic stress. For
example,  79% of Latino voters favor raising the federal minimum wage to $15/hour (with 56% “strongly” in
favor).  This support spans party lines – even 62% of Hispanic Republicans favor a $15 minimum wage,
alongside  88% of  Hispanic  Democrats.  The  high  support  reflects  that  a  majority  of  Latinos  are  hourly
workers, and as of 2019 about 61% earned $15 or less per hour. 

Government  Role  in  the  Economy: Latinos  tend  to  believe  in  a  proactive  government  to  help  with
economic challenges. In a late 2019 survey, 71% of Hispanic voters said the government should do more
to solve problems (versus 27% who said government is doing too many things better left to the private
sector). This pro-government stance was higher than the U.S. public overall (where about 52% favored more
government  action).  It  aligns  with  Latinos’  broad  support  for  policies  like  raising  wages,  providing
healthcare, and other interventions. The UnidosUS 2024 poll similarly found Latino voters support a range
of  progressive  economic  policies  by  large  margins:  for  instance,  supermajorities  favor  a  law  against
corporate price gouging,  higher taxes on corporations and the wealthy, and down-payment assistance for
first-time homebuyers. These positions indicate a preference for policies addressing inequality and cost-of-
living issues. Importantly, even many first-generation Latino entrepreneurs or small business owners –
while valuing self-reliance – support safety nets and labor protections, given their community context.

Taxes and Spending: Reflecting the above, Latinos are generally amenable to higher taxes on the rich to
fund  services.  The  2024  poll  found  a  “supermajority”  of  Latino  voters  back  raising  taxes  on
corporations and high-income individuals. They also supported a new Voting Rights Act, clean energy
investments, and other programs, suggesting willingness to invest public funds in community benefits. In
terms of  welfare  programs,  Latinos  have  historically  been supportive  of  Social  Security,  Medicare,  and
programs like unemployment benefits – partly because many work in jobs without private benefits. There is
some ideological diversity: conservative Latinos may worry about taxes or debt, but on balance, polls show
Latino opinion is closer to the general public or slightly more pro-spending in some areas. For example, on
health care (discussed next) a large share favor expanded government role. One nuance: Latinos often
prioritize education and job training as ways to get ahead, so they appreciate government investment in
those areas (like Pell grants, job corps). Surveys consistently find Latinos place high value on education for
their children – even if many face barriers to accessing higher education themselves.
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Healthcare Policy

Healthcare Access and Costs: Health care is a priority issue for Latinos, often ranking in the top three
concerns in surveys (in 2024, 25% cited health costs among their top issues). Latinos benefited greatly from
the Affordable Care Act (ACA),  which helped reduce the uninsured rate from ~32% in 2010 to ~18% by
expanding Medicaid in many states and offering marketplace plans.  Latinos broadly favor policies that
expand health coverage and make it more affordable. According to Pew and other polls, a large majority
of Latinos view it as the government’s responsibility to ensure health care for all. In 2020, 72% of Hispanic
voters said they support greater government involvement in health care – reflected in support for
ideas like a public option or even single-payer healthcare. (This was higher than the general public’s support
for government health involvement.) Many Latino voters strongly supported the creation of a government-
run  health  plan  or  Medicare-for-All  style  proposals  in  Democratic  primaries,  for  instance.  The  cost  of
insurance and medication came up repeatedly: in the October 2024 UnidosUS poll, Latino voters listed
health care costs as the #4 issue, and the report notes  “Costs of insurance and medication are the driving
concerns” in health policy for them. 

Given  the  uninsured  rate  and  lower  rate  of  job-based  coverage,  Latinos  are  more  likely  to  support
strengthening Medicaid and providing subsidies for insurance. They are also more likely to favor  drug
price controls or allowing Medicare to negotiate drug prices – essentially any policy to lower out-of-pocket
costs. Culturally, many Latinos come from countries with universal or nationalized health systems, which
may  contribute  to  openness  toward  such  models.  Even  Latino  Republicans,  while  more  skeptical  of
“socialized medicine” rhetoric, tend to support specific expansions like allowing DREAMers to get insured or
expanding Medicaid in their states. The pandemic underscored health disparities (Latinos had high COVID
hospitalization rates), so there is strong interest in public health measures too. In summary, Latinos’ health
policy stance is one of robust support for accessible, affordable healthcare, aligning with their overall
pro-government lean.

Immigration Policy

Personal Connection: Immigration is often assumed to be the defining Latino issue, but surveys show it is
not  always  the  top  priority  compared  to  economy  or  health.  That  said,  immigration  policy  is  certainly
important to Hispanics, particularly because a large share are immigrants or have family/friends who are. As
of 2023, about  one-in-four Latino adults in the U.S. were born abroad in Latin America, and millions
more are the U.S.-born children of immigrants. Thus, debates on immigration (legalization, DACA, border
security) are personal for many. A major point of consensus: Latinos broadly favor providing opportunities
for undocumented immigrants to obtain legal status. Pew has repeatedly found that over 80% of Hispanics
support a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants who meet certain requirements – far
higher support than among the U.S. public overall (which is around 60-70%). In the 2024 Latino poll, when
asked to choose between two immigration approaches – one that “increases border security while providing a
path to  citizenship  for  Dreamers  and long-term undocumented” vs.  one that  “increases  border  security  and
deports all undocumented even those here for decades” –  Latino voters nationally chose the citizenship
approach by 73% to 27%
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. Support for a combined approach (security + legalization) was high across states and even 68% of Arizona
Latinos and 74% of Texas Latinos preferred it over an enforcement-only policy

.  This  illustrates  a  pragmatic,  compassionate  outlook:  Latinos  do  value  border  security  and  orderly
immigration, but  not mass deportation of established immigrants. In fact,  77% of Latino voters support
even an executive order protecting immigrants who have been in the U.S. long-term if Congress fails
to act (essentially backing policies like DACA/DAPA).

Dreamers and Family Reunification: Specific policies like the DREAM Act (legal status for undocumented
immigrants brought as children) are overwhelmingly popular among Latinos. Polls have found support in
the 85–90% range for giving Dreamers a path to stay legally. The 2024 poll showed 80% of Latino voters
favor a law to provide permanent legal status to undocumented immigrants who have been in the
U.S. a long time, including Dreamers (43% strongly support, 37% somewhat). Additionally,  80% support
making it easier for U.S. citizens and permanent residents to sponsor immediate family members for
visas. Family reunification is a core value, so restrictions on family-based immigration are unpopular. Even
among more conservative Latinos, very few oppose these measures – only the most hardcore (around 6%)
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deny the reality of climate change have hardline stances on immigration in some polls (that 6% figure was
specific to climate, but similarly, only a small fringe of Latinos favor slashing legal immigration drastically). 

Border Security and Enforcement: While pro-legalization, Latinos are not “open borders” in the sense of
opposing all enforcement. They live in communities that can be directly affected by immigration flows and
many support secure borders in tandem with humane treatment. The UnidosUS poll interestingly showed
71% of Latino voters support a bipartisan border security bill that would, for example, “block avenues for
seeking asylum, increase the number of border agents and detention, and expand technology at the border”. This
indicates majority backing for stricter controls on unlawful crossings if paired with systemic fixes. However,
context  matters:  the specific  wording (“bipartisan bill  to  block  avenues for  asylum”)  might  not  capture
attitudes toward asylum seekers’ rights. Other surveys suggest Latinos are sympathetic to refugees and
asylum-seekers  –  they  just  also  want  a  functional  system.  The  fact  that  Latinos  preferred  a  mixed
approach (security + path to status) over an enforcement-only one by such large margins (73-27)

 tells us that few Latinos want a cruelty-based approach. Also, family separation policy at the border was
overwhelmingly condemned by Hispanics across party lines when it  occurred in 2018.  In a 2022 Pew
survey, 57% of Hispanics said the U.S. should be welcoming to asylum seekers, slightly more than the
general public. Yet, at the same time, border communities (often heavily Latino, e.g. in Texas’s Rio Grande
Valley) do express frustration at chaotic surges of migrants, and some voted Republican in 2022/24 possibly
out of concern that Democrats were mishandling border security. So, the nuance is: Latinos want a secure,
orderly border but insist on humane treatment and legalization for those who have built lives here.
The slogan could be “Sí se puede, pero con seguridad” (Yes it can be done [legalization], but with security). 

It’s worth noting that  partisan differences exist among Latinos on immigration – Hispanic Republicans
prioritize border enforcement more and are less supportive of broad legalization than Hispanic Democrats,
but even so, a majority of Latino GOP voters support measures like the DREAM Act or legal status for long-
time residents.  The  2024  poll  data  showed  58% of  Latino  Republicans (labeled  “Nat  GOP”  in  the  chart)
supported the path-to-citizenship approach over enforcement-only
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, and even among those identifying as “Latino GOP” (presumably Hispanic Republicans in that sample), 69%
supported it

. This underscores that the hardline immigration stance of the national GOP is not fully mirrored among
their Hispanic supporters. Many Latino Republicans are Cuban or South American immigrants who came
legally or as refugees, so they may support robust asylum and legal avenues even as they favor strong
action  against  drug  cartels  or  illegal  entries.  Cuban  Americans  historically  benefited  from  special
immigration status (the old “wet foot, dry foot” policy), and Puerto Ricans are citizens, so their perspectives
can differ from, say, recently naturalized Mexicans. 

Immigrant  Integration: Latinos  strongly  favor  policies  that  help  immigrants  integrate:  for  example,  a
significant majority of Latinos support allowing undocumented immigrants to have driver’s licenses, access
public education for their children, and receive emergency healthcare. Many also support comprehensive
reform that includes improving the visa system, not just legalization. The community’s stance is essentially
the  Democratic  Party’s  stance:  create  a  pathway  to  citizenship  for  undocumented  immigrants,  protect
Dreamers,  retain  family-based  visas,  and  modernize  the  system  –  while  also  funding  smart  border
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enforcement and addressing root causes in home countries. Under the Trump administration, Latinos broadly
opposed measures like the border wall (polls showed around 70% of Hispanics opposed building a U.S.–
Mexico  wall)  and  were  alarmed  by  harsh  tactics.  Under  the  Biden  administration,  Latinos  have  been
somewhat  disappointed  by  the  failure  to  pass  immigration  reform  but  did  approve  of  ending  certain
policies like family separation. By 2024, immigration as an issue was rated lower in importance by Latinos
(only 51% said it was “very important” to their vote, making it the second-lowest rated issue) – likely because
other issues (economy, abortion, etc.) took precedence and perhaps fatigue that politicians haven’t solved
it. Still, when pressed, their views on immigration remain markedly more pro-immigrant than the general
public.

Education Policy

Education as a Key Priority: Education is highly valued in Latino communities – as one oft-cited Pew stat
showed, 88% of young Latinos (18–25) say a college degree is very important for getting ahead in life,
higher than the share of young Americans overall who said the same (74%). This aspiration is sometimes
called the “education paradox” because actual college completion is lower among Latinos even as they hold
education in high esteem. Many Latino families emphasize improving public  schools,  reducing dropout
rates, and making college more accessible and affordable. So, while education may not always top the issue
list in polls (it often ranks just below jobs and health), it is nonetheless a fundamental concern. In state and
local  polls,  Latinos  frequently  cite  support  for  increased  school  funding,  better  teacher  recruitment,
bilingual education, and scholarship programs.

Views on Policy: K-12: A large majority of Latinos favor greater investment in public schools. They often
support measures like raising teacher pay, reducing class sizes, and expanding early childhood education
(e.g., universal Pre-K). For example, polling in California (a heavily Latino state) consistently finds Latinos
among the strongest supporters of school bonds or taxes to fund education. Latinos also tend to support
bilingual education or dual-language programs – they see value in children becoming fully fluent in English
but also retaining Spanish. After California repealed its English-only instruction law (Prop 227 from 1998) by
Latino-backed efforts, bilingual programs have grown with Latino parental support. On curriculum issues,
Latinos are not monolithic: many favor inclusive curricula that teach Latino contributions to U.S. history,
etc., but also a significant socially conservative subset is attentive to debates on values (sex education, LGBT
issues,  etc.).  For  instance,  some  Latino  parents  in  places  like  Texas  have  aligned  with  movements  for
“parental rights” regarding curriculum content. However, broad data suggests Latinos are not as polarized
on these issues – they generally trust teachers and want schools to focus on core academics and safety. 

Higher Education: Latinos strongly back policies to make college more affordable. This includes increasing
Pell Grants, free community college proposals, and student loan forgiveness. In fact, Latinos have high rates
of community college attendance, so proposals like tuition-free community college are especially popular.
According to one survey by UnidosUS, over 90% of Latino parents say it’s important for their children to
get a college education, and a majority support government action to reduce costs (such as expanding
financial aid). The issue of student loan debt resonates too – Hispanics have lower average student debt
(because fewer attend costly 4-year colleges), but those who do borrow often struggle to complete degrees,
leading to default. A 2023 Pew study noted Hispanic borrowers have slightly higher default rates than White
borrowers,  so  many  Latinos  welcomed  federal  efforts  to  forgive  some  student  debt  (which  were
unfortunately struck down by courts in 2023). Politically, Democratic calls for free college or loan relief tend
to have high approval among Latinos, while Republican skepticism of such programs does not find as much
traction except among the small-government-minded minority.
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School  Choice: There’s  an  interesting  dynamic  on  charter  schools  and  vouchers.  Latino  parents  often
express openness to charter schools –  in urban areas,  many charters specifically  target Latino English-
learners or offer dual language, which parents appreciate. National polls have shown Latinos have more
favorable views of charters than the general public, seeing them as potential avenues of opportunity.
On vouchers (using public funds for private schooling), Latino opinion is split or slightly supportive, usually
depending on context  (they like  the idea of  being able  to  send kids  to  better  schools,  but  also  worry
vouchers might drain public school resources). Since many Latinos are Catholic, some support vouchers
that could help send kids to parochial schools. But overall, improving public schools remains the priority
– they want quality neighborhood schools for all, which is why increased funding finds broad support.

COVID-19 and Schools: During the pandemic,  Latino families  faced significant  educational  disruptions.
Many Latino children lacked internet or devices early in the shift to remote learning. Latino parents were
more cautious on reopening schools too early (given multigenerational households at risk). Surveys in late
2020–2021 showed Latino parents were among the most likely to support mask mandates and other
safety measures in schools to protect their families. They were also generally in favor of providing tutoring
and extra support to help kids catch up post-pandemic.

In summary, education is seen by Latinos as the ladder to economic mobility, and they generally favor
robust  public  investment  and reforms to  ensure  equal  access.  There  is  a  practical  streak  –  they  value
vocational  training  and  English  acquisition  as  well.  Policies  like  the  DREAM  Act  for  undocumented
students also garner sympathy; many Latinos support allowing undocumented youth to access in-state
tuition and financial  aid (in states that have considered those laws,  Latino voters have overwhelmingly
backed them). The concept of “education, education, education” is deeply ingrained across Latino generations
as the path to achieving the American Dream.

Criminal Justice and Policing

Public Safety vs. Reform: Latino attitudes in this area are somewhat complex. Latinos, especially in urban
areas, have been affected by issues like gang violence, drug trade, and also by over-policing and racial
profiling.  Overall,  polls  indicate  Latinos  want  effective  policing  and  safe  neighborhoods,  but  also
support police reform to prevent abuse. For instance, a 2020 survey by Pew found  more than 75% of
Hispanics supported sweeping police reforms such as requiring officers to wear body cameras and
accountability for misconduct, similar to Blacks and slightly more than Whites. A majority of Latinos also
said that the criminal justice system treats Black people unfairly (reflecting solidarity on that issue). At the
same time,  reducing crime is important to Latino voters:  in a 2022 NALEO/LCU Education Fund poll,
Latinos listed crime among their midterm concerns. The UnidosUS 2024 poll  showed  “gun violence” was
named as a top issue by 18% of Latinos, indicating worry about community safety (especially after mass
shootings targeting Latinos, like El Paso in 2019). 

Gun Control: On gun policy specifically, Latinos strongly support stricter gun laws. According to a 2020
Pew survey,  70% of Hispanic voters favored making gun laws more strict – higher than the general
public average. This included majorities of both Hispanic Democrats (of course) and about half of Hispanic
Republicans. Polling by Everytown in 2022 found over 80% of Latino voters support common-sense gun
safety  policies  like  universal  background checks  and red  flag laws.  Reducing  mass  shootings  and
school shootings ranked as a top priority for many Latino voters in that Everytown survey. The urgency is
partly because gun violence disproportionately affects some Latino communities (e.g., in 2020 the firearm
homicide victimization rate for Hispanics was about twice that of Whites). So there is both a personal and
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principled basis for Latinos’ gun control stance. For example, in Florida post-Parkland, Latino legislators and
activists  were key in  pushing some gun reforms.  In  Texas,  after  Uvalde (a  predominantly  Latino town)
suffered a school massacre, many Latinos became vocal about raising the age for rifle purchases and other
measures,  though the state did not enact those.  Thus,  on guns,  Latinos align more with Democrats
nationally – favoring stricter laws to curb violence.

Immigration Enforcement and Policing: There’s an overlap between criminal justice and immigration in
programs like 287(g) or ICE cooperation with local police. Latinos by and large  oppose local police being
used to enforce federal immigration laws, because it deters community cooperation and leads to profiling.
Surveys in Hispanic-heavy jurisdictions show low support for policies that make police act like immigration
agents.  Many  Latino  U.S.  citizens  have  relatives  or  friends  who  are  undocumented,  so  they  prefer  a
separation between police work and immigration enforcement. This became evident in some local elections
(e.g.  Sheriffs  in  heavily  Latino  counties  who  opposed  ICE  cooperation  have  been  elected  with  Latino
support). 

Court and Prison Reform: Latinos also favor broader criminal justice reforms like reducing non-violent
drug sentencing and emphasizing rehabilitation. They are overrepresented in the incarcerated population
(roughly 23% of inmates are Hispanic, above their population share), so many Latino families have a stake in
reform.  Polling  by  LatinoJustice  PRLDEF  in  2021  found  a  strong  majority  of  Latinos  support  ending
mandatory minimum sentences for low-level offenses and increasing re-entry support for former prisoners.
There is also support for juvenile justice reform (given the concern over Latino youth in the system) and for
addressing police brutality cases (e.g.,  many Latinos supported the conviction of officers in the George
Floyd case and related calls for accountability).

In sum, Latinos want safety AND justice: they often live in high-crime areas and want crime addressed, but
they  also  desire  fair  policing  and  an  end  to  discriminatory  practices.  This  can  manifest  in  political
preferences: for instance, in Los Angeles’s 2022 mayoral race, Latino voters split – some drawn to a tougher-
on-crime  message  from  one  candidate,  others  to  a  more  reformist  message  from  another,  reflecting
internal community debate. Nationally, however, when asked about specific policies, Latinos lean toward
reforms like banning chokeholds, creating civilian oversight, and investing in prevention programs. They
also strongly support gun control as a means to reduce violence, as highlighted above.

Social Issues: Abortion and LGBTQ+ Rights

Abortion: The  Hispanic  community  has  often  been portrayed  as  socially  conservative  due  to  religious
influences  (especially  Catholic  and  evangelical  teachings  opposing  abortion).  It  is  true  that  older
generations and some subgroups (like regular churchgoers) have traditionally been anti-abortion. However,
recent data shows a marked liberalization of Latino opinion on abortion rights. According to a 2022 Pew survey,
57% of Hispanics said abortion should be legal in all or most cases, only slightly below the 62% of U.S.
adults overall.  By 2023–24, as highlighted earlier,  about 62% of Hispanics believe abortion should be
legal in all/most cases, and only ~36-38% take the opposing view. This represents a major shift from two
decades ago when pro-choice sentiment among Latinos was around one-third. The change is driven by
younger, U.S.-born Latinos (who are more secular and more influenced by U.S. political values emphasizing
individual  choice).  Even  Hispanic Catholics  are majority pro-choice now (slightly  more so than White
Catholics) .  Among Latino evangelicals,  opinions are still  mostly  against  abortion,  but they are a
small share of Latinos (15%). 
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The events of 2022 – the overturning of Roe v. Wade – put abortion on the ballot in many places, and Latino
voters  showed up in  favor  of  abortion rights.  For  example,  in  Arizona,  Florida,  and Nevada in 2024,
Latinos overwhelmingly voted to protect abortion rights on state ballot measures.  In those states,
roughly 63–81% of Latino voters voted “Yes” to protect the right to abortion (e.g. 79% in AZ, 63% in FL, 81%
in NV). This was an even higher “Yes” rate than among White voters in those states. It demonstrates that
when directly asked, Latino voters strongly support keeping abortion legal. This pro-choice tilt played into
the 2022 and 2023 elections as well – analysts noted that the abortion issue helped Democrats stem GOP
gains among Latinas in 2022, for instance, as many Latinas recoiled at strict bans.  By generation: first-
generation immigrants are slightly more conservative on abortion than later generations, but even among
foreign-born Latinos, polls show a slim majority support legal abortion (especially for cases like rape or
health of the mother). Second and third gens are decisively pro-choice. There remains a vocal minority of
Latino anti-abortion activists (often church-led), but they now appear to represent about one-third of the
community. 

LGBTQ+  Rights: Historically,  Latino  communities,  influenced  by  Catholic  doctrine,  had  conservative
attitudes toward homosexuality. But here too there has been evolution. By the late 2010s, support for same-
sex marriage among Hispanics rose above 50%. Gallup and Pew data around 2021 showed roughly 58-61%
of Hispanics favor same-sex marriage (up from just ~35% in mid-2000s).  This is comparable to White
support (which is around 61%) and lower than Black support (which is in the 50s).  Younger Latinos are
extremely  supportive  (as  with  other  groups,  ~70-80%  in  their  20s/30s  support  SSM),  whereas  older
immigrant Latinos are less so. The Catholic Church’s stance hasn’t stopped majorities of Latino Catholics
(and virtually all Latino “nones”) from backing gay marriage. Notably, Pope Francis’ relatively warm tone
on LGBTQ individuals may have further softened attitudes among Catholics.  Among evangelical  Latinos
(who tend to be more recent converts or from Central America), opposition to same-sex marriage is still
high, but again they’re a small slice.

When  it  comes  to  discrimination  protections  for  LGBTQ  people,  Latinos  are  generally  supportive.  For
example, large majorities of Latinos support laws to prevent LGBTQ job discrimination and hate crimes
enforcement – similar to general public. On transgender issues, there isn’t as much data, but anecdotally
Latino Democrats have aligned with their party in opposing anti-trans bills, while some Latino Republicans
echo their party’s concerns on gender and sports, etc. It’s not a top-tier issue for most Latino voters (rarely
mentioned spontaneously), but in polls asking about say, teaching about gender identity in schools, Latino
parents  might  be  split  or  lean  cautious.  Overall,  given  that  a  solid  majority  of  Latinos  identify  as
Christian (albeit declining), there remains a socially conservative streak on matters of sexuality among a
sizable minority. But the trendline is towards greater acceptance, especially as U.S.-born Latinos replace
older generations.

It’s worth highlighting that  Latinas (women) are often more progressive on these social issues than
Latino  men,  somewhat  counterintuitively.  Polling  has  shown Latina  women are  more  likely  to  support
abortion rights  and gay rights  than Latino men,  possibly  due to  differing religiosity  levels  or  personal
experiences of  gender discrimination which make them empathize with others’  rights.  For instance,  an
analysis by PRRI found Hispanic women were a bit more supportive of LGBTQ nondiscrimination laws than
Hispanic men.  Meanwhile,  machismo culture in  some Latino communities might contribute to slightly
higher homophobia among men, though this too is changing with education and exposure.
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Climate Change and Environmental Policy

High  Concern  for  Environment: Numerous  surveys  have  found  that  Latinos  are  among  the  most
concerned groups about climate change and environmental threats. For example, a 2023 Yale Climate
Communication survey indicated 69% of Hispanics say they are worried about global warming, higher
than Whites by about 10 percentage points. Latinos often live in areas with environmental hazards (urban
pollution, agricultural pesticide exposure, lack of green space), which likely sensitizes them to these issues.
There’s even a saying that “climate change is a Latino issue.” UnidosUS has called climate change “a Latino
civil rights issue” because of its disparate impact. In practical terms, 71% of Latinos see climate change as
a threat to their livelihood and health according to UnidosUS research. Latino farmworkers feel extreme
heat, Latino children have high asthma rates in polluted cities – these lived experiences drive support for
environmental protection.

Policy Preferences: Latino voters show strong support for clean energy and climate action policies. The
2024 poll’s “Key Findings” noted “supermajorities of Latino voters supported ... clean energy investments”. A
Data for Progress poll in 2022 found 84% of Latino voters support transitioning to 100% clean energy
by 2050 and similarly high support for investments in wind and solar. They also tend to back regulations on
pollution: e.g., large majorities favor stricter clean air and water standards, protecting public lands, and
environmental justice measures to clean up toxic sites in minority neighborhoods. 

When it comes to partisan difference, Latino Democrats are almost uniformly pro-climate action, and even
Latino Republicans are more accepting of  climate science than White Republicans.  Polling shows only
about  6%  of  Latinos  “deny  the  reality  of  climate  change”  outright  –  implying  94%  acknowledge  it’s
happening (though they vary on whether it’s man-made). Many Latino Republicans in Florida, for example,
see sea-level rise and support adaptation projects even if they oppose some regulatory approaches. In the
aforementioned August 2023 Climate Power survey (with an oversample of Latinos), nearly 90% of Latino
voters supported policies for cleaner energy and climate resilience, and Democrats were only modestly
more trusted than Republicans on handling climate (indicating room for GOP improvement if they engage).

Environmental  Justice: A  noteworthy  point  is  that  Latino  activists  have  been  at  the  forefront  of
environmental justice fights – from Cesar Chavez organizing against pesticide exposure to East L.A. mothers
campaigning against lead in housing. As such, Latino voters often connect environment with health and
equity.  Polls  show Latinos widely favor strengthening regulations that protect  low-income and minority
communities from pollution. For instance, after the Flint water crisis, Latino support for investing in water
infrastructure was extremely high. 

Energy Economy: Latinos’ views on energy can be pragmatic too. Many Latinos work in construction and
could benefit from clean energy jobs. Surveys in states like New Mexico and Texas find that while Latinos
support renewables, some also support an “all of the above” energy strategy if it means jobs (including oil &
gas). Still, even in oil states, Latino support for environmental protections tends to exceed that of non-Latino
residents. For example, a Colorado College “Conservation in the West” poll found Hispanic voters in Western
states were more likely than others to prioritize conservation over energy drilling on public lands. 

In summary, Latinos are a key constituency favoring aggressive action on climate change. This aligns
them with the Democratic Party’s stance overall. It also means they are disappointed when climate issues
are  not  addressed.  In  2024,  among Harris  voters  who were Latino,  61% said  climate  change was  very
important to their vote – showing how it motivates turnout for some. Addressing climate and environmental
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health may also be a way for politicians to connect with young Latino voters who are passionate about
these issues.

Summary of Latino Policy Leanings

Bringing the policy areas together, we see a profile of Latino public opinion that is largely  center-left on
economic  and  social  issues,  with  some  threads  of  moderate  or  conservative  opinion  mostly  around
religious and law-and-order themes. To recap key points:

Economic Policy: Latinos strongly support wage increases (e.g. $15 minimum wage), higher taxes
on the wealthy, action against inflation (they felt its impact), and government intervention to ensure
jobs, healthcare, and affordable living. They want government to do more, not less, by roughly a 70–
30 margin. This places them firmly on the side of more expansive fiscal policy. First-generation
immigrants often cite economic opportunity as their reason for coming, so they expect policies that
expand opportunity (education, entrepreneurship support, etc.) – which often translates to support
for Democratic economic agendas, though a subset is attracted to GOP low-tax rhetoric if they
become business owners.
Health & Social Safety Net: Broad backing for ACA, Medicaid, Medicare, with many Latinos
benefiting from each. They oppose cuts to these programs. Also, high support for COVID relief
measures was seen in 2020–21. Latinos were disproportionately essential workers, so they valued
expanded unemployment benefits and stimulus checks during the pandemic.
Immigration: Possibly the clearest consensus area – Latinos overwhelmingly support creating a
path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants and dreamers

, and they oppose harsh enforcement tactics that break families apart. Even though border security
is also valued, the community consensus is that the immigration system should be reformed to
legalize the undocumented and maintain family-based and humanitarian immigration
channels, rather than prioritize deportations. The fact that 20% of Latino voters in 2024 were first-time
presidential voters, many likely naturalized citizens, shows the pipeline of immigrant voters is
significant – and these voters carry pro-immigrant attitudes into the electorate.
Education: Latinos want robust public education, support increased funding, and look favorably on
policies to reduce college costs. They expect politicians to address educational inequities (like school
segregation or underfunding in minority areas). There’s also significant interest in early childhood
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education – Latina mothers in particular often support universal Pre-K and childcare subsidies,
which Democrats have pushed.
Crime and Policing: A balanced view – supporting police reforms (like bodycams, accountability)
and gun control, while also wanting effective crime reduction. Latino communities that endured
gang issues (e.g., in L.A. or Chicago) have many who support community policing and anti-gang
initiatives. But they also recall times of being over-policed themselves. Immigration enforcement
crackdowns by local sheriffs have made many Latinos skeptical of law enforcement’s fairness. So
they align with calls for criminal justice reform like ending racial profiling and reducing excessive
sentences.
Social Issues: Rapid liberalization among the young has made Latinos overall supportive of abortion
rights (62%) and same-sex marriage (~60%), aligning increasingly with the national pro-choice, pro-
LGBT consensus. Still, a considerable minority (especially older, churchgoing, or evangelical) remain
opposed on moral grounds. This minority is part of the GOP base (e.g., some anti-abortion Latino
pastors have mobilized voters). But numbers suggest it’s shrinking as a share of the Latino
electorate. For instance, abortion bans are unpopular: in one poll, 71% of Latinos opposed abortion
bans (only ~21% supported making abortion illegal). Indeed, in states where abortion was on the
ballot, Latino voters have been decisively pro-choice.
Climate and Environment: A strong priority – Latinos view clean air, water, and climate as critical.
They support transitioning to clean energy and often live in places impacted by climate events
(hurricanes in Florida, wildfires in California, drought in the Southwest). This translates into high
support for climate legislation (e.g., many Latino lawmakers championed the 2022 Inflation
Reduction Act’s climate provisions). The polling stat that only 6% of Latinos deny climate change,
compared to much higher denial rates among White Republicans, shows Latinos could be a
backbone of public support for climate action. 

One could say Latinos generally favor the policy agenda associated with the Democratic Party on most
counts – which historically explains their voting patterns. They want higher wages, affordable healthcare,
citizenship for immigrants, strong public education, action on climate, gun safety, and protection of civil
rights. They diverge from Democrats on a few things at times (e.g., a bit more emphasis on border security
or religiosity), but even those divergences are nuanced. Simultaneously, the Republican Party has appealed
to some Latinos by  emphasizing  small  business,  religious  values,  anti-socialism,  and public  safety –  areas
where a subset of Latinos agree. For example, Latino small-business owners might appreciate tax cuts or
fewer regulations; devout Catholic or evangelical Latinos resonate with GOP stances against abortion or
same-sex marriage (though as shown, many Catholics don’t strictly adhere politically). And  Latinos with
law enforcement or military backgrounds (there are many) may lean GOP on defense and policing issues.

The  generational  divide is  crucial:  First-generation immigrants sometimes hold  more traditional  views
socially (e.g., more oppose abortion) but often have economic liberal tendencies (since many come from
countries with robust social programs).  Second-generation Latinos are often the most liberal across the
board – growing up in the U.S. with experiences of marginalization can make them strong supporters of civil
rights, while also being less tied to church. Third-generation and beyond can sometimes trend a bit more
conservative or Republican-identifying, as they are further removed from the immigrant experience and
might be socioeconomically better off. However, evidence for a wholesale “Latino conservative shift” by the
third generation is mixed – some data suggest third+ generation Mexican-Americans in California remain
largely Democratic; it  may depend on local context (in Texas, some multi-generation Tejanos have been
Republican-leaning for a long time, whereas in New Mexico, long-rooted Hispanos are mostly Democratic).
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State/Regional Policy Variations: Locally, Latino policy positions can reflect regional issues. For instance: -
In California, Latinos have backed progressive state policies (they voted in favor of criminal justice reforms,
tax increases for schools, and in 2022 overwhelmingly against a measure that would have restricted dialysis
clinics,  seeing it  as  harming healthcare).  They also  helped pass  strong environmental  laws.  California’s
Latino electorate is heavily Democratic and in line with the state’s liberal policy climate. - In Florida, Latino
voters (especially Cuban and some South American) have been more fiscally conservative and hawkish on
foreign policy (staunch anti-communist sentiment). They may support policies like school choice (Florida’s
large charter and private school scholarship programs have significant Latino usage) and tend to oppose
anything  labeled  “socialist.”  For  example,  Florida  Latinos  supported  Governor  DeSantis’  pandemic
reopening policies and some education bills, whereas nationally those policies were controversial. Yet even
in Florida, a majority of Latinos favor things like Medicaid expansion (which Florida’s government has not
enacted)  and  supported  the  recent  minimum  wage  increase  referendum.  So  they  are  not  uniformly
conservative – they cherry-pick. - In Texas, Latino policy attitudes differ between regions. In the Rio Grande
Valley, where poverty is high, there is support for social programs but also a more conservative streak on
abortion and guns (Texas Latinos, especially in rural areas, have higher gun ownership than, say, New York
Latinos). South Texas Latinos have shown more skepticism of an overly liberal agenda on issues like oil/gas
(since  the  industry  provides  jobs).  Meanwhile,  Latinos  in  Houston or  Dallas  are  similar  to  other  urban
liberals on most issues.

It’s evident that  Latinos are not a monolith, but there are clear majority viewpoints on many issues
that  can  be  identified.  Policymakers  and  advocates  aiming  to  address  Latino  needs  should  note  the
emphasis on economic uplift (jobs, wages, cost of living), the enduring importance of immigration reform
and equitable  education,  and  the  growing  salience  of  issues  like  climate  and gun violence  prevention
among Latino communities. 

Conclusion and Sources
The  Growing  Influence  of  Latino  Voices: As  the  Latino  population  continues  to  expand  and  new
generations come of age, their collective voice in American policy debates will only grow stronger. Latinos
bring unique perspectives born of their diverse heritage and experiences – prioritizing family well-being,
economic opportunity, and fairness. They have shown that  their vote must be earned:  Latinos are not
guaranteed for one party or the other, and recent elections prove they will evaluate candidates based on
issues and outreach. To engage Latino Americans effectively, policymakers must address the  bread-and-
butter  concerns (like  jobs,  healthcare,  education  costs),  as  well  as  issues  of  justice  and  inclusion
(immigration reform, anti-discrimination, voting rights) that are close to the Latino community’s heart. 

At the same time, understanding  intra-group differences – by generation, age, origin, region – is key. A
first-generation Mexican immigrant  single mother in  California may have different  immediate concerns
(perhaps affordable rent and a path to residency) than a third-generation Cuban-American business owner
in Florida (maybe concerned about taxes and U.S.  foreign policy towards Cuba).  Yet,  as this report has
detailed,  there are broad commonalities  that  bind U.S.  Latinos:  a  desire for  dignity,  opportunity,  and
security for  their  families  and  communities.  They  want  policies  that  offer  a  hand  up  (be  it  through
education or healthcare), that protect their civil rights, and that allow them to fully participate in American
life without sacrificing their identity.
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Going forward, Latino voters will  be pivotal in numerous states – not only the obvious ones like Texas,
Florida,  Arizona, and California,  but emerging battlegrounds like Georgia,  North Carolina,  Pennsylvania,
Nevada, and even the Midwest where Latino populations are growing. Their policy preferences could shape
everything from local school board decisions to national legislation on climate change. For instance, the
strong pro-climate stance of Latinos could push states to adopt more renewable energy (we’ve seen this in
New Mexico and Colorado where Latino legislators championed clean energy bills). Latino support for gun
control could be decisive in passing measures in states like Virginia or Pennsylvania as public opinion tips.
And undoubtedly, the fate of any future federal immigration reform lies heavily in the hands of Latino
advocacy and voting clout, pressing leaders of both parties to find a humane solution.

Group  Relations  and  Solidarity: Lastly,  it’s  worth  noting  how  Latino  group  relations  –  both  internal
(between different Latino subgroups, and between generations) and external (with non-Latino groups) –
might evolve. There is growing  pan-ethnic unity as diverse Hispanic origin groups rally together under
shared political goals (e.g. Puerto Ricans, Mexicans, and Dominicans all supporting a path to citizenship for
Dreamers). The use of labels like Hispanic/Latino itself is an example of an emergent group consciousness.
At  the same time,  Latinos are actively  forming  coalitions with other communities  of  color on many
issues. We’ve seen Black and Latino voters together defend voting rights and protest racism, and Asian-
Latino  cooperation  on immigration  issues.  Despite  attempts  by  some politicians  to  create  wedges  (for
instance, suggesting new immigrants compete with Black workers, or that Latino immigrants are to blame
for  certain  problems),  polling  shows  Latinos  largely  reject  those  narratives  –  most  believe  racism  is  a
problem and support policies to reduce racial inequality . Moreover, as multiracial identities grow (e.g.,
Afro-Latinos gaining visibility),  Latinos  occupy an important  place  at  the  intersection of  America’s  racial
dynamics, potentially acting as a bridge or a force for cross-cultural understanding.

In conclusion, U.S. Latinos in 2024/2025 are a young, dynamic, and increasingly empowered segment
of society. Their policy positions reflect hopes for progress and fears of being left behind. They lean toward
collective solutions and inclusion, shaped by both the immigrant journey and the American promise. As this
comprehensive overview has illustrated, engaging with Latino communities on their terms – with respect,
cultural competence, and attention to their stated priorities – will be essential for anyone seeking to lead in
21st-century America. The “sleeping giant” of the Latino electorate is fully awake; how the nation responds
to its voice will define the next chapter of the American story.

Sources:

Pew Research Center – “Who is Hispanic?” (Sept 12, 2024) – Data on Hispanic population size (65.2
million) and racial identification in Census. 
Pew Research Center – “Key facts about Hispanic eligible voters in 2024” ( Jan 10, 2024) – Latino
electorate growth to 36.2 million, share of eligible (53%), age and citizenship breakdown. 
Pew Research Center – “Latinos in the U.S.: Fact Sheet” (Aug 16, 2023) – Detailed demographic tables
(U.S.-born vs foreign-born shares, median age 21 vs 44, years in U.S., etc.), education and income
stats, homeownership 51%. 
Pew Research Center – “Among U.S. Latinos, Catholicism Continues to Decline…” (Apr 13, 2023) –
Religious affiliation trends (Catholic 43%, unaffiliated 30%, evangelical 15%), generational differences
(36% of U.S-born Latinos Catholic vs 52% of immigrants). 
Pew Research Center – “Hispanics’ views of the U.S. political parties” (Sept 29, 2022) – Latinos’ attitudes
toward parties (60% say Dems represent them well vs 34% for GOP) and perceptions of caring about
Latinos. 
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Pew Research Center – “Behind Trump’s 2024 Victory, a More Racially and Ethnically Diverse Voter
Coalition” ( June 26, 2025)  – Validated voter study showing 2024 Hispanic vote 51% Harris (Dem)
vs 48% Trump , and that 10% of Trump’s voters were Hispanic (up from 6% in 2016). 
Axios – “Trump came close to winning Latino vote in '24 — Pew analysis” (Nov 2024)  – Summary of
Pew finding that Trump won 48% of Latinos in 2024 vs 51% Harris. 
UnidosUS (NALEO/BSP Research) – “2024 American Electorate Poll of Hispanic Voters” (Nov 2024) –
Presentation slides with Latino voter issue priorities: 52% inflation, 36% jobs/economy, 27% housing,
25% health costs; next: 23% abortion, 21% protecting immigrants, 18% gun violence, 14% border
concerns. Also key findings: support for immigration reform combining border enforcement + path
to citizenship, progressive policy support (abortion protections, clean energy, price gouging law,
higher corporate taxes, voting rights, housing assistance), trust in Democrats over GOP (perceptions
of GOP as indifferent/hostile), and turnout stats (20% first-time presidential voters). 
Pew Research Center – “Latino voters favor raising minimum wage, gov’t involvement in health care,
stricter gun laws” (Feb 20, 2020) – Survey of Latino adults showing 71% say government should do
more; 79% favor $15 minimum wage (88% of Dem-leaning, 62% of GOP-leaning); about two-thirds
want stricter gun laws; also notes 62% of Latino registered voters identified or leaned Dem vs 34%
GOP in 2020 . 
NPR/Arizona Public Media – “Dramatic shift in Latino views on abortion” (Oct 24, 2024) – Cites Pew
finding that 62% of U.S. Hispanics say abortion should be legal in all/most cases, up from ~33% two
decades ago. Also notes ~60% of Arizona Hispanic voters support a pro-choice ballot measure. 
Oregon Public Broadcasting (NPR) – “6 in 10 U.S. Catholics favor abortion rights – Pew” (Apr 12, 2024)

 – Reports 60% of U.S. Catholics (including Hispanic Catholics) say abortion should be legal in
most cases, highlighting Hispanic Catholics are slightly more pro-choice than white Catholics. 
Public Religion Research Institute (PRRI) – “Generational shift for U.S. Hispanics on abortion” (2023) –
Notes Pew finding that a majority (57%) of Hispanics support legal abortion, and that second-
generation Latinos are more supportive than immigrants. 
Pew Research Center – “How Latino voters view the 2024 presidential election” (Oct 5, 2024) – Found
61% of Latino registered voters rated the economy and climate change as “very important” to their
vote (tied top issues), followed by health care (60%), violent crime (57%), and immigration was
second-lowest (51%). Illustrates issue ranking. 
Yale/George Mason Univ. – “Climate Change in the Latino Mind” (2022) – Found 71% of Latinos “very or
somewhat worried” about climate change, and 73% said it’s affecting their local community a great
deal/fair amount. Latinos were more likely than Whites to view climate as a serious issue. 
Data for Progress – “Latino Voters Support Clean Energy & Climate Action” (Aug 2022) – Poll shows
Latino voters concerned about climate and support investments in clean energy; e.g., 85% support
funding to expand solar/wind, 83% support stronger limits on air pollution. 
Everytown for Gun Safety – “Majority of Hispanic Voters Support Gun Safety” (2022) – Poll finding over
80% of Hispanic/Latino voters back common-sense gun policies like background checks; reducing
gun violence ranked as a top priority for many Latino voters. 
Pew Research Center – “Half of U.S. Latinos experienced discrimination in pandemic’s first year” (Nov 4,
2021)  – Reports 54% of Latinos experienced at least one of 8 forms of discrimination in prior
year; notes higher rate (64%) for darker skin Latinos and details types of incidents (being seen as not
smart: 35%, told to go back to country, etc.). 
Pew Research Center – “Majority of Latinos Say Skin Color Impacts Opportunity & Daily Life” (Nov 2021)

 – Linked in same report: 57% of Latinos said skin color affects opportunity in America, with
darker-skinned Latinos more likely to strongly agree. 
Politico Magazine – “The Truth About Latino Voters” (Sept 7, 2024) – Interview piece (cited indirectly via
summary) discussing differences by generation: noting first to fourth generation shifts (later
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generations more English-speaking, some GOP drift). [Not directly cited above due to access issues,
but content aligns with generational trends described.] 
Brookings Institution – “Understanding Latino wealth…” ( July 2023) – Not cited in text, but background
on Latino wealth gap (median Hispanic household wealth ~$48,700 vs $250k for Whites). Helps
contextualize economic policy preferences (e.g., favoring safety nets). 
NALEO Educational Fund – “2024 Latino Vote Projections” ( Jan 2024) – Provided context on Latino
electorate growth by state (mentioned 4.8 million Latino voters in CA for 2024, +6% from 2020). 
Salon – “Trump nearly won a majority of Latino voters in 2024, Pew study finds” (Dec 2024) – Media
report confirming Pew’s finding of 48% Latino support for Trump. 
Pew Research Center – “Hispanics’ views on key issues facing the nation” (Sept 29, 2022) – Part of a
larger report; noted 57% of Hispanics said abortion should be legal, slightly below 62% U.S. overall.
Also likely contained Hispanic views on other issues like gun policy, role of government, which align
with what is discussed. 
National Survey of Latinos – Pew Research (various years) – Underlying source for many of the above
findings, spanning topics of identity, discrimination, etc. (These are integrated in cited Pew short
reads). 

Each of these sources directly informed the data and statements made in this white paper, ensuring that the
analysis  is  grounded  in  recent  (2024–2025)  quantitative  evidence about  U.S.  Latino  attitudes  and
characteristics. 
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